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State Service Project: Nicaragua
by Rachel Haas, State President

Hello everyone! Recently, I 
traveled to Nicaragua to start 
the beginning of the first ever 
OASC State Service project. 
Along with schools from 
California we worked together 
to build a classroom for the 
15 De Septiembre elementary 
school in the El Tule community 
of Matagalpa, Nicaragua. We 
laid bricks, leveled group, bent 
metal, did crafts with the kids, 
played soccer, and had an 
amazing time. But during this 
trip it became obvious that 
there was much more that 
needed to be done. 

OASC In partnership with 
One Dollar for Life and Seeds 
of Learning can help finish what 
needs to be done. The 15 De 
Septiembre has many issues at 
their school and one is space. 
Right now, they only have five 
small classrooms in which they 
are trying to accommodate 
399 students and 15 teachers. 
Teaching or learning in this 
environment is extremely 
difficult. As student leaders in 
our schools we understand the 
importance of school being a 
safe place for student to grow 
and learn. Right now in El Tule 
that’s not the case. Together 
we have the opportunity to 

change that and 
to make a direct 
impact on this 
community and 
that will forever 
change their 
lives. 

Oregon 
Student Leaders 
will have the 
opportunity to 
raise money 
and/or travel to 
Nicaragua to build the school 
themselves.

To get involved and to 
learn more about the Service 
Project go to www.OASC.org 
and click on “State Service 

Project” under the “About 
OASC” tab!

“Even the greatest waterfall 
starts with a single drop of 
water” -African Bantu Saying 
OASC

707 13th St. SE 
Suite 100
Salem, OR 97301

@OASCLeaders

/OASCLeaders

OASCLeaders

Upcoming Events
• August 15-17: SEC Re-

treat & Executive Board 
Meeting

• Sept. 20: Early-bird Pric-
ing Deadline for MS Fall 
Regional Workshops

• Sept. 26: SEC Applica-
tions Postmark and DUE

• Sept. 28: Last day to 
update #’s for MS Fall 
Regional Workshops w/
out Penalty

• Oct. 3-7: OASC Middle 
School Fall Regional 
Workshops

• Oct. 3: Eastern Region
• Oct. 4: Metro
• Oct. 5: Metro/NW
• Oct. 6: Mid-West
• Oct. 7: Southern Region

For more information 
about MS Fall Regional 

Workshops, visit the OASC 
website at 

OASC.org
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Alumni Spotlight: Adam SlatoN by Katie Beer
It’s rare that a piece of 

advice given in middle 
school will stay with a person 
throughout their adult life. 
However, for Adam Slaton, 
that is just what happened. 
As a student of Lost River Jr/
Sr High in Merrill, Oregon, his 
leadership teacher Dennis 
Ross told him, “Adam, you 
can choose to be part of 
the problem, or part of the 
solution. You decide.” Adam 

has chosen to be part of the solution. He took the advice he 
was given 20 years ago to become OASC State President, 
a graduate of Western Oregon University and George Fox 
University, a Principal and now Head of School of Cap Cana 
Heritage School in the Dominican Republic. 

Adam began his leadership career in Middle 
School. In the summer of 1994 he attended his 
first OASC Summer Leadership Camp with the 
strong recommendation from his Leadership 
Teacher. Adam said of the experience, “it was 
a decision that truly changed my life.” He went 
on to become a JC and then 
SC for over a decade at 
Summer Leadership Camp. 

“OASC is a catalyst for 
self-discovery,” said Adam. 
“The events throughout 
the year provide students 
an opportunity to reflect on 
their lives and their potential. 
It allows one to come to 
understand their place and 
responsibility in the bigger picture and 
help foster a sense of service that will positively impact their 
lives through investing in the lives of others.” Adam believes 
that attending OASC events and using the skills learned there is 
“being a part of the solution.”

This past summer, OASC had the privilege of welcoming 
Adam as the Reflection and Illumination Speaker at the NASC 
National Conference in Hillsboro. While there, he spoke about 
the power of making a human connection. The skill of making a 

human connection is something Adam wished he could teach 
every high school student in Oregon. 

“The world is bigger than you think. There are people dealing 
with bigger issues, bigger problems and bigger setbacks than 
you. Remember to put things into perspective and to turn 
every event -- both positive and negative -- into a life lesson. 
Learn from your trials. Share your victories, no matter how 
small. Remember that love exists and that people need human 
connections. Make it a point each and every day to make a 
human connection.”

Making a human connection can be done through listening, 
empathy and humility—skills that when used, make the world 
around you better. “Listening is such an important skill that all 
people should learn to master. It helps transform people from 
being reactive to being proactive. It creates an environment 
of safety and trust. Everyone wants to be heard. It opens the 
door for people to be empathetic. When one can begin to 

understand where another is coming from, it makes 
communication so much more effective. 
It allows another to begin to understand 
one’s story and get special insight into 
why people do what they do and say what 
they say. Humility is a characteristic that 
sets people a part. Practicing humility is 
to be human. It is the characteristic that I 
feel fosters the other two that I mentioned. 
When the focus is on others, real change 
can happen. Imagine the world if it were less 
about me, and more about we.”

For those who know Adam personally, 
they know the difference he makes in their 
lives because of his goal to make a human 
connection. For the students and advisers 

of Oregon, Adam encourages you to know the difference you 
can make. “In high school, you often get sucked in to the hype 
of conformity and groups. And although there is nothing wrong 
with belonging to a group -- as it is only human to be drawn to 
like-minded individuals -- remember to stretch yourself beyond 
what you think you are capable of doing. Your words, your 
actions, your attempts to connect with others will be touchstone 
in the lives of those around you. Some of the most amazing 
people I know in life I wouldn’t have met had I not stretched 
myself to be vulnerable with my thoughts, feelings and actions.” 

OASC

Have you read 
the OASC Blog? www.OASC.org
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OASC DATA
OASC works to make sure you have the best data to use for your school. Below you will find data polled from Advisers at the 

2015 OASC Fall Conference. We hope you use this data as a tool for positive change in your school. If you have a question about 
what other schools are doing, send them to Katie at katie@oasc.org.

In Oregon High Schools, the Price of ASB 
stickers were:

3%: $0-10
10%: $11-25
55%: $26-50

31%: Over $50
*29 Schools answered

In Oregon High Schools, the benefits of 
an ASB Sticker is:

50%: Free School Events
33%: Discounts on Events

13%: Student T-shirts
5%: Discount on Yearbook

*40 Schools Answered
In Oregon High Schools, the Price of 
Homecoming is:

59%: $0-10
34%: $11-20
3%: $21-30

3%: Free
*32 Schools Answered

In Oregon High Schools, the Price of 
Prom was:

3%: $0-10
30%: $11-20
47%: $21-30
20%: $31-45

*24 Schools Answered
In Oregon High Schools, the number of 
Service Projects accomplished per year 
was:

19%: 1-2
56%:3-5
13%: 6-8
13%: 9-12

*32 Schools Answered
When attending OASC Conferences the 
following funds are used:

34%: Students Pay
28%: School Budget

26%: Student Council Funds
6%: Principal Discretionary Fund

6%: School System Funding
*47 Schools Answered

When attending OASC Summer 
Leadership Camp the following funds are 
used:

54%: Students Pay
23%: Student Council Funds

12%: School Budget
4%: Principals Discretionary Funds

4%: School System Funding
4%: Other

*26 Schools Answered

Don’t forget to subscribe to the oasc email list 
online at www.OASC.org

National Thrift Shop Day
By Ben Stuart, NW Rep

August is a wonderful month. August is 
full of sunny days and warm nights and it’s 
the last month before we all start heading 
back into the routine and the challenges 
of the school year. Also in August is one 
of the most important holidays of the year; 
August 17th is National Thrift Shop Day. 
Thrift shops are very near and dear to my 
heart, and I get most of my attire from the 
local Goodwill. These second hand stores 
can have very practical applications to 
starting up the school year again as a 
member of a student leadership class 
and August is the perfect month to start 
preparing for that. 

Close to the beginning of the year 
in most every high school’s calendar 
is homecoming week. If your school is 
anything like mine, homecoming is a giant 
celebration full of dances, school spirit, 

assemblies, sporting events, and dress up 
days. Dress up days and thrift shopping 
go hand in hand. The best dress up 
day is one that any student can head to 
goodwill for the weekend before and put 
together a costume within 20 minutes 
and 10 bucks. This National Thrift Shop 
Day, encourage your leadership class and 
student body to head to the nearest thrift 
store and start planning out costumes 
ahead of time and getting ready for 
things like Tacky Tourist Day, Rock and 
Roll Day, Disney Day, or Hipster Day. 
Thrift stores can also have lots of great 
things to decorate your halls with, like 
picture frames, records, and just assorted 
knick-knacks. Making a spirit week or 
a welcome-back day look great can be 
super easy and cheap if you just embrace 
your inner Macklemore this August 17th 
on National Thrift Shop Day. OASC

OASC

Photos from 2016 OASC Summer Leadership Camp
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On Your Mark is reprinted with permission from Great Group Games: 175 Boredom-Busting, Zero-Prep Team Builders for All Ages, by Susan Ragsdale and Ann 
Saylor. Copyright © 2007 by Search Institute, Minneapolis, Minnesota, 877-240-7251, www.search-institute.org All rights reserved.

On Your Mark
Time: 
5-10 Minutes

Supplies:
• Coin
• Colored Marker

Leadership Lesson

The Game:
 Have participants sit in two evenly divided lines fac-
ing each other. Ask team members to hold hands and close 
their eyes, except for one person at the start of each line. 
Place the colored marker upright at the end of the line. As 
the leader, sit facing both starting players and flip a coin. If 
the coin is tossed heads up, play can begin.
 The first player in each line immediately squeezes the 
hand of the player next to them. The player at the end of 
the line whose hand is squeezed first grabs the marker, 
signifying a win for the round, and moves up to the start 
of the line to begin another round. Replace the marker for 
the next round. If a person accidentally starts the hand 
squeeze when the coin toss is tails, the opposing team 
advances one player to the head of the line. The goal is to 
rotate all players through the line and return the first player 
to the start of the line.

Going Deeper:
• How did this game require you to focus and be 

responsible?
• Did you have to rein in an impulse to start too soon 

when you were the starting player?
• How did you manage your impulses when you’re faced 

with a tempting situation?


