To the Alumni of OASC,
Since 1949 the Oregon Association of Student Councils has helped thousands of student leaders. Chances
are, they helped you step out of your comfort zone or taught you a leadership skill you continue to use
today. Founded with the purpose of leadership development, OASC helps students to improve their lives
while learning to lead others through service, involvement and action. Now, OASC needs your help!
This year, OASC has the privilege of hosting it’s 61st Summer Leadership Camp. Approximately 400
middle and high school students from around the state will participate in “Connect: Your Heart. Your
Mind. Your World.” We are excited about our new curriculum which will give each camper a more
specialized leadership experience. We love providing the opportunity for students to learn and grow. Each
year, with help from generous alumni, thousands of dollars in scholarships are provided to help students
who otherwise wouldn't be able to attend the camp.
Involvement in student activities like OASC Summer Leadership Camp has a strong positive effect on
students. Research organized by Let X Equal Student Activities discovered that participation in as
little as one student activity decreases the likelihood that a student will drop out of school1 2. In
2013, Oregon held one of the lowest graduation rates in the country with 68% of students graduating.
Imagine what would happen if students who are at-risk for dropping out of school became involved in a
student activity like leadership. It was also found this positive effect of participation in relation to the
dropout rate is strongest among at-risk students3 and minorities4 5 . OASC strives to make it’s programs
available for all kinds of students through it’s scholarship program.
Development of leadership skills through student activities like OASC Summer Leadership camp
contribute to greater career success later in life.6 7 8 Attending OASC Summer Leadership Camp not
only strengthens leadership skills they will use in high school, but throughout their life.
Students who have attended the camp have said, “OASC completely changed my life and put me on the
right path in high school. OASC took me from an uninvolved freshman, to ASB president. OASC 100%
changed my high school course for the better.” Another former camper said, “I credit OASC for teaching
key life skills and how to interact with different people. Summer camp [was] a great way to build
community and life long friends. All of my leadership friends went on to have successful careers as future
teachers, leadership teachers, coaches, political advocates and so much more.”
We invite you to give a student the opportunity to experience OASC Summer Leadership Camp by
donating to the Friends of OASC scholarship fund. All donations are easy to do and tax deductible.
Donations are accepted online at http://oasc.org/?page_id=74, or via mail to OASC, 707 13th Street SE,
Suite 100, Salem, OR 97301.
Thank you for your continual support of OASC!

Sara Nilles
Executive Director
Oregon Association of Student Councils
www.OASC.org
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